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ITS CHARACTER

The word “evangelical” is a
EvANGEHCAL beautiful word which per-

tains to bringing a message
of good news. A church body, therefore which is truly “evan-
gelical” is one which is committed heart and soul to the pro-
clamation of that most wonderful message the world has ever
heard, namely that “God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3,16, A noted histo-
rian, Charles Porterfield Krauth, writes, “The grand distinc-
tive character of the Reformation was that it was evangelical,
a restoration of the giad tidings of free salvation in Jesus
Christ.” He goes on to say, “She (the Lutheran Church) has
been known by various titles, but her own earliest and strong-
est preference was for the name EVANGELICAL . .. No title
could more strongly express her character, for pre-eminently
is her system one which announces the glad tidings of salva-
tion, which excites a joyous trust in Christ as Saviour, which
makes the Word and Sacraments bearers of saving grace.”
This spirit of true “evangelicalism” demonstrates itself in a
church body in many ways. It shows itself in pastors who
have a real compassion for the souls under their care and
want nothing mare than to comfort them with the sweet Gos-
pel. It shows itself in lay peaple who have a deep concern for
the welfare of their beloved congregations, and who are dedi-
cated to sharing the Gospel message with others.

The second word in the name of
LU.ITIERAN this church boedy is the word, “Lu-

theran™. One writer says, “Itis a
mistake to think of the Lutheran Church as being four hun-
dred years old. It is over nineteen hundred years old. Sure, its
pame and its confessions date from the Reformation period,
but as a historical church it does not date fram the time thal
Luther nailed the Theses on the door of the Castle Church . ..

It dates from the first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came
upon the New Testament Church. Martin Luther was not the
founder of the Lutheran Church; he was the re-discoverer and
the restorer of the original church.”

The three great principles of the Lutheran Church are:
SOLA SCRIFTURA, SOLA GRATIA, and SOLA FIDEL Scrip-
ture Alone, Grace Alone, and Faith Alone. These three
"SOLAS” summarize the Lutheran position. The Bible is the
only source of doctrine and its primary teaching is salvation
by grace alone through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lutheran Church is also very distinctive in this re-
spect that it has the LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS, those won-
derful writings contained in the Book of Concord which set
forth the clear teachings of Scripture. F. Bente writes, “The
Lutheran Church differs from all other churches in being es-
sentially the Church of the pure Word and unadulterated Sac-
raments. Not the great number of her adherents, not her
organizations, not her charitable institutions, nor her beau-
tiful customs and liturgical forms, etc., but the precious truths
confessed by her symbols in perfect agreement with the Holy
Scriptures constitute the true beauty and rich treasures of our
Church, as well as the never failing source of her vitality and

power.”

Finally, as the name denaotes, this
SWUD church body is a “synod”, that is a

group of congregations which have de-
cided under God to work together to carry out the great com-
mission, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” lts puspose
as a synod is well defined in its Catechism in these words:
“Christians unite in order to preserve the means of grace pure
and unadulterated, to use these means of grace for their own
edification, to show the unity that exists among them, and to
join hands in bringing the good news of salvation in Christ to
others.” The Lord has blessed our church body through the
years and we pray that He would continue to lead us so that
we may ever remain truly “evangelical” and truly “Lutheran™.



ITS HISTORY

EARLY
BEGINNINGS

The Evangelical Lutheran Synod is today
typically “American”; that is, it is a “mel-
ting pol” of every nationality and back-
ground, It had its origin, howewver,
amongst the early settlers of Norwegian descent who came 1o
America during the 19th Century. [n 1825 a large scale immi-
gration began which brought some 900,000 people from Nor-
way to America. As they settled in the wilderness of
Wisconsin, lowa, Minnesota and other states they had no
churches, no pastors, no schools, no spiritual leadership, But
by God’s grace help soon came, Pastors from their homeland
arrived and helped ergianize congregations. One of the first
pastors held services in a bam and outdoors under two oak
trees at a place called “Koshkonong™ near Madison, Wiscon-
sin. Another baptized 33 babies at one service in a settlement
on the Mississippl. Finally in 1853 the first church bady
amongst these settlers was organized, [t was known as the
“Morwegian Synod™,

THE
SYNODICAL
CONFERENCE

The pioneers of the Synod soon came in
contact with other Lutherans of older sy-
nods in the country. Many of these they
found to be very lax in doctrine and prac-
tice. In the latter 1850's, however, they met an outstanding Lu-
theran leader named Dr. C. F. W, Walther, and recognized in
him and in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod of that day
4 truly Lutheran church body with whom they could safely
fellowship. In July of 1872 they joined with the Wisconsin Sy-
nod, the Missouri Synod and other synods in forming the
Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference,

TRIAL
AND
TRIBULATION

The Church Militant here on earth will
never find perfect peace and rest. It will
always be engaged in constant warfare. In
the 1880°s a controversy over the doctrine
of election divided the Synod, and in 1917 a2 merger brought
together various groups of Morwegian churches inte a new
church body,

REORGANIZATION

Im 1218 a small group of pastors and con-
gregations of the synod found it neces-
sary to reorganize because their former
body had departed from the paths of pure doctrine. They met
at Lime Creek, lowa,and in humility and fear of God, as well
a5 insstence upon remaining Faithful to every Word of the
Bible, they began anew. It was a small Aock but it stood fast
upon the historic doctrines of the Lutheran Faith.

GROWTH

The Lord blessed this little flock. It scon
began to grow and to become strong and
healthy. Immediately it started to do mis-
sion work. In 1927 it began operating
Bethany Lutheran College at Mankato, Minnesota. In 1946 it
established its own theological seminary also at Bethany. It sent
missionaries to Migeria together with the other synods of the
Synedical Conference. It later began foreign mission work in
Peru and in Nicaragua. The number of its congregations is now
over 120 and more are joining and new missions continue o
be opened. Centered largely in the middle-west, it also has
cengregations in Florida, Massachusetts, Washington, Califor-
nia, Oregon, Texas, Colorado, and Georgia.

FAITHFULNESS

In the storms that have come upon Lu-
theranism in the last 30 years, the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod, together with its
sister-syned, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, has
stood for conservative, confessional Lutheranism. It had to
leave the Synodical Conference in 1963 in order to maintain
its confession to the truth. Its prayer is that God by grace will
preserve it in its total allegiance to the inspired and inerramt
Word of God.




DOCTRINE Confession of Faith

l GOD

We believe that the only true God is
the Triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. God is one in essence, but three in Per-
sons, Deut. 6,4: John 10, 30; Matt. 28, 19, There-
fore, we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity
in. Unity. Athanasian Creed.

2 GOD'S REVELATION OF

HIMSELF. We believe and teach that
God has revealed Himself to man, not only in
creation, Rom. 1, 20, and through man’s consci-
ence, Rom 2, 14.15, but also and especially
through His Word, the Bible. P's. 19, 7.8; Rom, 15,
4: 16, 25.26. The true way of salvation is revealed
only through the Word. 2 Tim. 3, 15. The main
purpose of Scripture is to reveal to us Christ as
the Savior. Luke 24, 25 - 27; John 20, 31.

3 INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE.

We believe, teach and confess that the
canonical books of the Bible, both the Old and
the New Testaments, in their original form as
written by the prophets, evangelists and aposties,
are given by inspiration of God. John 10, 35; 1
Cor. 2, 13; 2 Tim. 3, 16; 2 Pet. 1, 20.21; 3, 15-17.

The Holy Scriptures are therefore without er-
ror also when they speak of scientific, geographi-
cal and historical matters, and are the only source
and norm of all doctrine taught in the Church.

We believe that the Bible not only contains
the Word of God, but that it is the Word of God.

We reject the conclusions of the so-called
“historico-critical method” of Bible interpretation
as an unwarranted and arbitrary manner of deal-
ing with the sacred Scriptures.

We believe that the Bible is true and reliable
also in its account of miracles, both in the Old
and the New Testaments. We therefore regard
the denial of these miracles as blasphemous and
as seiting one’s self up as a judge over God's
Werd.

TRUTH.

We believe that it is possible both to
know the truth and to make confession of same,
and that God requires us to do beth. John 8
313217, 17 2Tim. I 13

CREATION.

We accept the statement of Scripture
that God created all things in six days, as set
forth in Gen. 1 and 2 and elsewhere in the Scrip-
tures. We reject the theories of evolution and
theistic evolution because they stand in contradic-
tion to the account of creation as given in the Bi-
ble and accepted by Christ. Matt. 19, 4.

6 THE FALL.
We believe and teach that Ged created

man in His image, Gen. 1, 27, possessing right-
eousness, but that man, through the Fall, Gen. 3,
6, lost this righteousness and became by nature
sinful and corrupt, Gen. 6,5; Ps. 51, 5, at enmity
against God, Rom. 8, 7, and subject to the wrath
of God and death. Rom. 1, 18: 5, 12; 6, 23; Eph.
5

7 REDEMPTION.

We believe that, in order to rescue
fallen mankind, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ,
into the world, John 3, 17, clothed in human fesh,
true God and true Man in one Person. [ohn 1, 14.
By His righteousness, Rom. 5, 18, and by His in-
nocent suffering, death and resurrection, Rom, 4,
25, Jesus has redeemed the entire world. 1 John 2,
2

8 JUSTIFICATION.
We believe that the world was declared

to be righteous in Christ when He arose from the
dead. Rom. 4, 25; 2 Cor. 5, 19. This-may be called
world-justification or universal reconciliation. We
also hold that a person has this justification as his
personal possession when he comes to faith in
Christ as his Savior. This may be called personal
justification. Rom. 1, 17; 5. 1.2,

We reject as unscriptural any teaching that
man can be saved apart from faith in Jesus Christ.
Jehn 3, 16 - 18; 14, 6.

THE MEANS OF GRACE.

We believe that God has instituted cer-
tain Means of Grace by which He announces and
imparts His forgiveness of sins and salvation to
man. These Means of Grace are the Gospel, Mark
16, 15; Luke 24, 47; John 15, 3, and the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Matt. 28, 19; John 3, 5; Eph. 5,
2¢; Titus 3, 5, and the Lord’s Supper, | Cor. 11,
23-26. It is the Word of God, connected with the
outward elements, that makes the Sacraments ef-
fective Means of Grace. The written, spoken and
sacramental Word is never empty and sterile, but
active and creative because it carries with it all
the attributes of God Himself. Rom. 1, 16; 1
Thess. 1, 5; 2, 13.

The Gospel also takes the form of the Abso-
lution, as instituted by Christ. Matt. 16, 19; 18, 18;
John 20, 21 - 23. The Absolution is not only a
wish that sin be forgiven, but it is a powerful im-
partation of the same, whether pronounced in
public or in private. The forgiveness of sins is ac-
cepted by all who believe. Mark 16, 16; Rom. 3,
18; 4.5.















